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4 August 2009       
RURAL FIRE SERVICE ASSOCIATION CALLS ON THE REES 
GOVERNMENT TO COME CLEAN OVER ITS PLANNED SUPER MINISTRY

Th e  RF S A  (Rur a l  Fi r e  Se r v i c e  As s o c i a t i o n)  tod a y  ca l l e d  on  Pr e m i e r  Na t h a n  Re e s  to  com e  cl e a n  
ove r  hi s  go v e r n m e n t ’ s  pl a n n e d  Su p e r  Mi n i s t r y ,  qu o t i n g  fro m  a  doc u m e n t  ins t r u c t i n g  the  NS W  
Com m i s s i o n e r  of  Po l i c e ,  M r  An d r e w  Sc i p i o n e ,  to  tak e  to t a l  co n t r o l  ove r  the  NS W  Ru r a l  Fi r e  
Se r v i c e .

RF S A  Pr e s i d e n t  Br i a n  M c K i n l a y  s ai d  tha t  the  NS W  gov e r n m e n t  ha s  no t  tol d  the  wh o l e  tru t h  ab o u t  
the  Su p e r  M i n i s t r y  wh i c h  wi l l  se r i o u s l y  imp a c t  ov e r  70,000  NSW  vol u n t e e r  fi r e  fig h t e r s .

“We  hav e  se e n  a  let t e r  fro m  Mr  Joh n  Le e ,  the  Di r e c t o r- Ge n e r a l  of  the  NS W  De p a r t m e n t  of  Pr e m i e r  
an d  Ca b i n e t ,  ins t r u c t i n g  the  NS W  Com m i s s i o n e r  of  Po l i c e  to  ful l y  tak e  ove r  the  bu d g e t s ,  co r p o r a t e  
an d  str a t e g i c  se r v i c e s  of  the  NS W  Ru r a l  Fi r e  Se r v i c e .

“Un d e r  the  ter m s  of  tha t  let t e r ,  the  NS W  Ru r a l  Fi r e  Se r v i c e  an d  its  70,000  vol u n t e e r s  wi l l  be c o m e  
ful l y- ow n e d  sub s i d i a r i e s  of  the  NS W  Po l i c e  Fo r c e .

“The r e f o r e ,  the  st a t e m e n t  ma d e  by  the  Mi n i s t e r  for  Em e r g e n c y  Se r v i c e s ,  St e v e n  W h a n ,  tha t  the r e  
wi l l  be  no  cha n g e s  to  the  NS W  Ru r a l  Fi r e  Se r v i c e  is  inc o r r e c t .   It  is  cl e a r  tha t  the  NS W  
Go v e r n m e n t  is  no t  tel l i n g  the  wh o l e  tru t h ,”  Mr  M c K i n l a y  sa i d .

Mr  Mc K i n l a y  hi g h l i g h t e d  tha t  the  Re e s  Go v e r n m e n t  ha s  ove r l o o k e d  the  fac t  tha t  vo l u n t e e r  fir e  
figh t e r s  in  NS W  are  an  un p a i d  wo r k f o r c e ,  wh o   can  no t  an d  mu s t  no t  be  tre a t e d  lik e  pu b l i c  
se r v a n t s .   He  sa i d  the  wi l f u l  de s t r u c t i o n  of  thi s  vo l u n t e e r  ba s e  wi l l  lea v e  NS W  tax p a y e r s  wi t h  a  bi l l  
tha t  the y  ca n  no t  af f o r d  to  pa y.

“Des p i t e  ou r  ve r y  po s i t i v e  di s c u s s i o n s  wi t h  the  M i n i s t e r  for  Po l i c e ,  To n y  Ke l l y ,  to  com e  up  wi t h  
‘me a n i n g f u l  so l u t i o n s ’ ,  it  ap p e a r s  tha t  the  NS W  go v e r n m e n t  ma y  no t  be  pre p a r e d  to  fol l o w  thr o u g h .

“Thi s  pl a n  wi l l  ul t i m a t e l y  di s l o c a t e  70,000  vol u n t e e r s ,  a  si g n i f i c a n t  pr o p o r t i o n  of  the  St a t e ’ s  ru r a l  
po p u l a t i o n .  Un l i k e  the  NS W  Po l i c e  Se r v i c e ,  the  NS W  Ru r a l  Fi r e  Se r v i c e  is  he a v i l y  fun d e d  by  no n-
St a t e  Go v e r n m e n t  so u r c e s  su c h  as  loc a l  go v e r n m e n t ,  the  ins u r a n c e  lev y  an d  di r e c t  fun d  rai s i n g  by  
vo l u n t e e r s ,  su p p o r t e d  by  the i r  loc a l ,  ru r a l  an d  re g i o n a l  com m u n i t i e s ,”  Mr  Mc K i n l a y  sa i d .  EN D

For media enquiries and photos contact:  Ka r i n  Kr u e g e r ,  KD K  Me d i a  on  02  9979  37 1 8  or  04 1 9  
99 1  267.  

About the RFSA

Th e  RF S A  (NSW  Ru r a l  Fi r e  Se r v i c e  As s o c i a t i o n)  is  the  As s o c i a t i o n  rep r e s e n t i n g  NS W ’ s  70,000  
ru r a l  fir e  figh t e r s .  Th e  RF S A ’ s  pr e s i d e n t  is  Br i a n  Mc K i n l a y  an d  new l y  ap p o i n t e d  Ex e c u t i v e  Di r e c t o r  
is  Pe t e r  Ol a h .   Se e  ww w . r f s a . o r g . a u
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